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JJCAA Newsletter 
Calendar of Events  
 
JJCAA SUAAction  

February 3, 2010 8:30  

Old Fashioned Pancake House 

 

JJCAA INSURANCE  

COMMITTEE   

February 15, 2010 9:15  

Crest Hill Library  

 

JJCAA BOARD & LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE MEETING   

March 3, 2010 8:30  

Old Fashioned Pancake House 

 

JJCAA SUAAction 

April 7, 2010 8:30  

Old Fashioned Pancake House 

 

SUAA REGIONAL MEETINGS  

April 8/9, 2010  

See page 3 article for information 

 

JJCAA INSURANCE  

COMMITTEE   

April 19, 2010 9:15  

Crest Hill Library  

 

LOBBY DAY   

TBA   

Springfield, Illinois  

 

JJCAA BOARD & LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE MEETING  

May 5, 2010 8:30  

Old Fashioned Pancake House 

 

JJCAA SUAAction  

June 2, 2010 8:30  

Old Fashioned Pancake House 

 

JJCAA INSURANCE  

COMMITTEE   

June 21, 2010 9:15  

Crest Hill LibraryJ  

 

JCAA ANNUAL MEETING   

June 25, 2010 9:30  

JJC -- T Building  

 

JJCAA BOARD & LEGISLATIVE 

COMMITTEE MEETING   

July 7, 2010 8:30  

Old Fashioned Pancake House 

 

 

 

Web Sites: 
JJCAA : 

WWW.JJCAA.ORG 

 

SUAA:  www.SUAA.org 

SURS:  www.SURS.org 

TRS: TRS.illinois.gov 

 

PRESIDENTõS PERSPECTIVE  

   Jerry E. Lewis 

Happy New Year!  I sincerely wish you, your family, and friends a 

very healthy, happy, and prosperous 2010.  I hope you have enjoyed a 

wonderful holiday season and are now prepared to endure another 

challenging winter in the greater Joliet area. 

 

The JJCAA Board met on January 6th and discussed the Illinois finan-

cial debacle and how we can best lobby for SURS pensions and bene-

fits.  So that brings us to the question of what has happened since I last 

visited with you in August.  Virtually Nothing! 

 

There are 160,000 SURS recipients, 15,000 SUAA members, and nearly 300 JJCAA mem-

bers in Illinois.  Pensions and recipients ï us ï are under attack from the Illinois legislature, 

Governor Quinn, the Chicago Tribune, Chicago Commercial Club, National Taxpayers of 

Illinois, and the general public.  Please remember we are not the bad guys.  We have done 

nothing wrong.  We paid eight percent of every paycheck to SURS. 

  It was the legislature that failed to fund, underfunded, or ñborrowedò from our pensions 

since 1981.  Now it is all our fault! 

 

There was an interesting editorial in the Chicago Tribune on November 8, 2009.  The edito-

rial reported the stateôs unfunded pension liability, plus its other pension debt, will total $95 

billion at the end of this fiscal year, or $7,000 for every man, woman, and child in Illinois.  

Illinois should be funding pensions at the rate of $8.3 billion a year out of operating revenues. 

 

The Pension Modernization Task Force, Donald J. McNeil, Chairman, was assigned the job 

of analyzing which of the Illinois pension benefits should be modernized.  Chairman McNeil 

recommended the following pension changes: 

 

Create a two-tier system that would offer future employees lower benefits 

Raise workerôs retirement ages 

Limit annual cost-of-living adjustments to pension payments 

Curb the effect of late career salary bumps that increase future pension payouts 

Increase worker contributions to pensions 

Cap the amount of state-supported pension payments an individual can collect 

Study the pros and cons of defined benefits compared to defined contribution (401k) 

Eliminate abuses such as basing state pension payments on a higher salary the pen-

sioner earned with a union or lobbying group rather than the retireeôs public salary 

 

The Illinois Pension Modernization Task Force completed its work on November 9, 2009.  

The committee voted 10-9 NOT to endorse that report nor send it to Governor Quinn and the 

General Assembly.  Why?  The reportôs findings included these FACTS: 

 

The cost to taxpayers of state-funded pension benefits is less than the private sector 

and less than public pensions in neighboring states. 

The level of benefits, when compared to 85 public employee retirement systems na-

tionwide, is average. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 



PAGE 2 JJCAA NEWSLETTER 

JJCAA SUAACTION REPORT  
Submitted by Curtis Hieggelke, SUAAction Chair for the Joliet Junior College Annuitants Association 

 

Happy New Year! What will 2010 bring us? I expect that we will have both good and bad surprises. The State of Illinois 

will continue to struggle with the huge pension systems debt caused by the lack of proper funding by the legislature over 

many years. However, many blame us for this situation, and they feel that we have ñgold-platedò pensions. I do not 

think they realize that we had money every two weeks taken out of our payroll checks for the pensions, but the state did 

not fund their share but deferred it so they could use the money for other projects. Since this is a big election year for the 

state, pensions and funding for them may be an issue. By the time you get this message the campaign for the elections 

will be well under way. The primary has been moved up to February 2. It will be very important to vote both in the pri-

mary election and the main election in November to let our representatives know that we are concerned and paying at-

tention to what they have done and may do in the future. If you do not know where your State Senator or Representative 

stand on SUAA issues such as our pensions and health care, call their office and ask them. If we do not contact them, 

they may think we do not care much. Once something is gone, it is very hard to get back. Please do not depend on us to 

make the contacts since it is more important they hear from you rather than just from us. One issue that many Senators 

and Representatives support is a two-tiered retirement system. New employees will not have the benefits that current 

and retired workers now enjoy. 

 

The rules for absentee voting have changed so you do not need a reason to vote absentee either in the primary or general 

election. So if you are going to go south for part of this winter, vote before you go. You may be able vote now but check 

with your county clerk to see when they are starting the voting. It started in Will County on Dec 24. They will mail you 

a ballot, or you can vote in person at the Country Clerks office. You need to be registered to vote in the primary. Here is 

a link for all counties in Illinois (please check your local office for dates and details) 

 

Web Site :  http://www.evoter.com/register-to-vote 

 

Because of the early primary, the State SUAAction Board voted to contribute to selected primary campaigns. We do not 

endorse particular candidates but support their campaigns with funds raised by contributions by SUAA members to 

SUAAction. You should be receiving a letter requesting support for SUAAction in January.  We hope that you will un-

derstand how important it will be this year to participate in this effort. The people elected this year will play a major role 

in the remap of the districts after the census.  

 

We want to thank you for your excellent support of SUAAction in 2009. SUAAction received from JJCAA chapter 

members $4,493 from 97 contributors (36 % of our members). That was an average of over $46 per contributor that 

ranked the JJC chapter 8th in the state by percent of members contributing and 4th in the state in the amount per con-

tributor. Thanks for your outstanding support. Statewide, SUAAction raised in 2009 a total of $149,297 from 4,094 con-

tributors, an average of over $36 per contributor. We hope that more our members will support this effort in 2010. 

 

If you have any concerns or ideas, please contact me at curth@comcast.net. We hope you participate this year. 

IMPORTANCE OF 2010 ELECTIONS  
by Dick Lockhart (SURAAction lobbyist)  

 

The 2010 elections are very important in that those elected will be drafting the new legislative districts in 2011, following the 2010 

Federal census.  Those districts, unless changed by the courts will remain in effect until 2022!  Also included will be the new Con-

gressional Districts, probably reduced from the current 19 to 18. 

 

It is the elections of 2012 which will result in the departure of many legislators.  At that time, all 59 State Senators and all 118 State 

Representatives will be nominated and elected from those new districts. 

http://www.evoter.com/register-to-vote
mailto:curth@comcast.net
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LUNCH AROUND GROUP SCHEDULE 
Good food on the horizon. Let's hope the weather cooperates. 

 

January 30: FAMOUS DAVE'S LEGENDARY PIT BARBCUE , 704 Janes Ave., Bolingbrook. Ph.:630-783-1502. As you enter 

the Bolingbrook Promenade shopping center, off Boughton Rd., go left around Macy's to the back of the mall Take the outlet to the 

side street which is Janes Ave. Famous Dave's is next to Longhorn restaurant. Delicious ribs and chicken. 

 

February 27: FRANCESCA's at the Promenade. As you enter the Promenade shopping mall, turn right and proceed to the lot just 

before Barnes and Noble . The restaurant is on your left across from Barnes and Noble. Italian. Phone:630-739-6300. This was once 

a California restaurant with a few waterfalls. 

 

March 27: LONGHORN STEAK HOUSE , next to Famous Daves, at 708 Janes Ave., Bolingbrook. As You enter the Promenade 

Shopping center off Boughton Rd., go left around Macy's to the back of the mall. The street after the outlet is Janes Ave. This 

restaurant is a partner with Red Lobster and Olive Garden restaurants. Shop Bolingbrook Promenade. 

 

All luncheons are Saturday afternoons at 1:15 pm.  Please let Carolyn Engers know if you will be attending by contacting her one 

week prior to the luncheon date. Guests are welcome.  815-725-8127 or ctengers@att.net .  

Seventy-eight percent of the fundôs beneficiaries do not receive Social Security, pensions being the sole source of retirement 

income. 

Changes or cuts to future benefits will not reduce the stateôs debt for past benefits already earned. 

The primary cause of the pension debt is the stateôs failure to make its full employer contribution since 1981. 

Illinois should consider a new payment schedule to replace the 1995 funding range. 

 

So, here we go again.  JJCAA and SUAA are lobbying for: 

 

Full funding of our state pension system (SURS) 

Protect and improve current health insurance 

Continue the automatic annual COLA increase of at least three percent 

Reinstate the right to include up to two years of service  credit for unused sick leave when calculating pension benefits 

Raise pension benefits for retirees (and survivors) who retired before 1980 to at least the federal poverty level as minimum 

Raise survivor annuity from 50% to 60% 

Raise death benefits from $1,000 to $5,000 

Stop the creation of a two-tier pension system 

Eliminate the Social Security offset that reduces monthly Social Security payments 

 

What can you do?  Join and get other retirees or current employees at JJC to join.  It has never been more important.  Legislators 

understand numbers.  Our strength is in our membership.  The Executive Board will continue to visit legislators to inform and lobby 

our issues.  We not only appreciate your support, but we also count on it.  You are our strength!  Have a great 2010.  

PRESIDENTõS PERSPECTIVE    (Continued from page 1) 

Surviving the Illinois Fiscal Crisis 
SUAA 2010 Regional Meetings 

April 8 ï Moraine Valley CC 

April 9 ï Harper CC 

10:00 am ï 3:00 pm 

$10 registration fee payable to JJCAA 

Lunch included 

Send $10 check to John Peterson, 1817 Jared Dr., 

Crest Hill, IL 60403. 815-725-9220. runbike63@yahoo.com 

 

Indicate April 8 or April 9 meeting 
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DID YOU KNOWé 
JJCAA member Mel Larson was recently honored by United Cerebral Palsy of Illinois Prairieland. UCP 

renamed itsô school wing of the Reed Street building the Melvin J. Larson Education Center.  Mel was 

the inspiration in the founding of the UCP affiliate in Joliet in 1955. Mel has been a member of the UCP 

Board of Directors since itôs founding. 

 

 

 

 

Remembering the recent pasting of JJCAA members: Rosella ñRosieò Petrich, Merron Seron, Geraldine Boley, Loretta Ann Dillon,  

Virginia Esworthy, George Kemp, and William Krause. 

2009 Annual Holiday Dinner   
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