February, 2008 —

Calendar of Events for 2008

January 9—JJCAA SUAAction
Committee*

January 16—JJCAA Board
Meeting*

February 6—JJCAA SUAAction**
February 18—JJCAA Insurance
Committee*

March 12—JJCAA Board
Meeting**

SUAA Spring Meeting TBA
April 2—JJCAA SUAAction
Meeting**

April 21—JJCAA Insurance
Committee*

Lobby Day TBA Springfield,
Illinois

May 7—JJCAA Board Meeting**
June 4—JJCAA SUAAction**
June 5—JJCAA Annual Meeting
JJC—T1000 9:30 a.m.

June 16—JJCAA Insurance
Committee*

SUAA Annual Meeting TBA
Springfield, Illinois

July 2—JJCAA Board Meeting**
August 6—JJCAA SUAAction**
August 18—JJCAA Insurance
Committee*

September 3—JJCAA Board
Meeting**

September 10—Picnic 4:30 p.m.
Inwood Park

October 1—SUAAction Meeting**
October 20—JJCAA Insurance
Committee*

SUAA Fall meeting TBA
University of Illinois/Urbana-
Champaign

SUAA Community

Colleges TBA

November 5—JJCAA Board
Meeting**

December 3—JJCAAction
Meeting**

December 15—Insurance
Committee*

JJCAA Holiday Event TBA

*Crest Hill Library at 9:15 a.m.
**0ld Fashioned Pancake House at
8:30 a.m.

Joliet Junior College Annuitants Association

JCAR Newsletter

President’s Report

appy New Year! | sincerely

hope 2008 brings you good
health, happiness, and prosperity.
The year 2008 promises to be very
exciting, with the February primary
and the November general election,
including the election of a new Presi-
dent. Illinois will elect 118 state repre-
sentatives, and 39 of the 59 state sena-
tors are up for election.

The Joliet Junior College Annuitants
Association continues to work dili-
gently for present and future annuitants
and survivors. JJCAA and SUAA
share a common general focus to main-
tain the integrity of the State University
Retirement System.

Throughout 2008 and all the years to
come JJICAA will work on your behalf
to:

e Protect and improve SURS Pen-
sions
e Protect and improve Health Insur-
ance (Refer to John Peterson’s
article in this newsletter on health
insurance .)
e Protect and improve SURS Bene-
fits
Retain or improve the 3% an-
nual cost of living
Reinstate the second year sick
day credit option
Reinstate the Money Market
option

The JJCAA Executive Board and com-
mittees will continue to maintain or
improve relationships with legislators
representing District 525 as well as

those

who support the goals and philosophy of
SUAA and SURS. Additional goals
of JJCAA, SUAA, and SURS include:

e Increasing the death benefit from
$1,000 to $5,000

e Elimination of the Pension Offset/
Windfall Exemption of the Social
Security Act

Perhaps the most important responsibility
of SURS, SUAA, and JJCAA in 2008 is
to keep a watchful eye on developments
regarding the convocation of an Illinois
Constitutional Convention. Further infor-
mation is contained in this newsletter
regarding this very important possibility
and its significant potential impact.

There are 135,000 SURS annuitants and
participants in Illinois. That is a consider-
able block of voters! An annuitant is any-
one currently working at JJC who contrib-
utes to SURS, as well as retirees and sur-
vivors. We need to recruit all non-JJCAA
members to join us in the pursuit and at-
tainment of our goals. It has never been
more important than in 2008, and this
significance will not decrease in the near
future.

I urge you to recruit new members and to
vote!! Remember, our SURS pension is
not a gift. It is deferred compensation.
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News Briefs

Beverly Shields of Apache
Junction, Arizona, died on
December 11, 2007, in Mesa
of a massive heart attack ac-
cording to her husband John.
He indicated that they did not
know of any previous heart
problems.

Bob and Joanne Sterling
moved to Denver to be closer to
their only son and grandchildren
after spending their entire lives
in Joliet.

LUNCH AROUND GROUP
WINTER & SPRING SCHEDULE

*Feb 23—BIAGGI's (ltalian), 2752
Showplace Drive, on the corner of
Showplace Drive and Rt. 59, near
95th St., and just South of 75th
St., Naperville

*March 29—KERRY PIPER
IRISH PUB, 7900 Joliet Rd.,
Willowbrook

*April 26—ISLAMORADO FISH
COMPANY, in the BASS PRO
SHOP, PROMENADE
BOLINGBROOK shopping mall on
Boughten Rd. \

*All luncheons are Saturday
afternoons at 1:15 p.m. Please let
Carolyn know if you will be
attending by contacting her one
week prior to the luncheon date.
Guests are welcome.

Ph.: 815-725-8127 or
ctengers@att.net.

JJCAA NEWSLETTER

JJCAR members and spouses meet with Congressman Jerry Weller
By Carolyn Engers

A meeting concerning the Social Security Offsets which may reduce earned Social Security
benefits of those on government pensions, such as SURS, was held on July 28, 2007, in Con-
gressman Weller's Joliet office. Participating chapter members were Virginia Allen, Yola and
John Corradetti, Sandy Hopper, Mary Ann and Mel Oetter, Joyce Reed, lleene Sedlacek, Ted
Thompson, and this writer.

Joyce Reed, lleene Sedlacek, and Mary Ann Oetter presented their personal situations, emphasiz-
ing how the offsets had affected or will affect their Social Security retirement benefits. The in-
creasing cost of living for those on a fixed income was discussed, as was participants' support for
HR82, which is designed to amend Title 2 of the Social Security Act to repeal the Government
Pension and Windfall Elimination Offsets. Participants thanked Congressman Weller for his con-
tinued support as a co-sponsor of the bill.

An email was received from the House Ways and Means Committee indicating that the Subcom-
mittee on Social Security would be holding a hearing on January 16, 2008, on Social Security
provisions affecting some Public Employees and Other Workers and their Families who face
hardship in retirement or in the event of disability or death. The Social Security Offsets and
their effects on public employees will be discussed. Barbara Pavnica, Joyce Reed, and this writer
plan to transmit testimony concerning the Government Pension Offset, which often reduces the
Social Security Benefit to zero for many public employees (mainly women) who earned lower
salaries and pensions.

This fall we learned that Congressman Weller will not seek another term. We thank him for his
support throughout the years and wish him well in his family activities and other new ventures.
As leading candidates emerge for Congressman Weller's seat, we will contact them about the
Social Security Offsets issue.

Trackman Planetarium will be holding its second annual How To Use Your Telescope semi-
nar on March 1st from 12:30 pm until 3:30 pm. Telescope setup will be on the west side of the
bridge. This free seminar is a great place to learn how to set up and use your telescope. There
will be members of the Kankakee Area Stargazer Astronomy Club plus friends of the planetarium
on hand to answer questions and help you with your setups.

The Kankakee Area Stargazer Astronomy Club will be meeting in the planetarium from 10:00 am
until noon. Faculty member, Jim Hopkins, invites anyone interested in astronomy to attend the
meeting as his guest. To sign up for the seminar, or to ask any questions, please Email me at
amaurer@jjc.edu. When signing on for the seminar, please tell me how many telescopes you will
be bringing and the approximate number of people you will be bringing with you. Art Maurer,
Director
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MNES W HURST

Pancho Villa and Black Jack Pershing: The Punitive Expedition in PANCHOVILLA

. '”NU__
Mexico BLACKTACK
PERSHING =
Jim Hurst’s latest book has not been released yet. But you may order it now and it will be shipped to ey

you when it arrives at Amazon.com.

According to a book review by Charles H. Harris and Louis R. Sadler, co-authors of The Texas
Rangers and the Mexican Revolution: "Utilizing for the first time long-neglected Army records in
the National Archives, Jim Hurst brings to life this extraordinary campaign that brought the United
States and Mexico to the brink of war. Highly recommended."

Mitchell Yockelson, Investigative Archivist, National Archives and Records Administration says, "Jim Hurst's timely book on the
often neglected Mexican Punitive Expedition is a great contribution to the study of U.S. Military History. He revises previously held
notions that the pursuit of Pancho Villa by Pershing and the regulars was a failure. Rather, as Hurst concludes from his meticulous
research in rarely used primary and secondary sources, Pershing's troops had actually decimated Villa's bandits in a series of
skirmishes. So by the time the expedition had returned to the United States in early 1917, Villa and his men were largely ineffective
and no longer a nuisance to U.S. interests."

Jim retired from the Social Science Department at Joliet Junior College and now lives in Mesilla, New Mexico.

News of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)

AARRP is entering its 50th year, having been founded in 1958 by Ethel Percy Andrus who created the National Retired Teach-
ers Association (NRTA) in 1947. Then, after receiving requests for health insurance coverage from older Americans who
were not eligible for the health insurance offered to members of the NRTA, AARP was established. Ms. Andrus graduated
from the University of Chicago, and as the first woman principal in California, worked in that capacity for nearly three dec-
ades.

Among AARRP lllinois’ legislative wins this year were: The establishment of a rural meals program for seniors; the creation
of an older rural adults task force; a comprehensive background check for assisted living personnel; a 24 hour elder abuse
response system; secure home services prior to hospital discharge; a required fingerprint based background check on all
workers of long term care facilities; and a toll-free consumer hotline for complaints against utility companies, and provision
for citizen input before the Illinois Commerce Commission.

On the federal level, AARP launched a “Divided We Fail” effort to raise the voices of millions of Americans who believe
that health care and lifetime financial security are the most pressing domestic issues facing the nation, to demand that Presi-
dential candidates address these issues. For more information, go to DividedWeFail.org.

For information about or to enroll in AARP’s Driver Safety program, for those age 50 and over, consisting of two four-hour
sessions, which could lead to a reduction in your auto insurance, call your local Senior Services office. Senior Services of
Will County 1-815-723-9713; Lockport Park District 1-815-838-1183.

Will County Senior Legislative Forum
Date: Monday, February 25, 2008

Time: 9-11:30 am

Place: J oliet Area Community Hospice, 250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet
Phone: 1-800-528-2000 Cheryl Lockwood for more info.

Food: Continental breakfast

Sponsors: Will County Committee on Aging, The Community Services Council of Will County and the Northeastern
Illinois Area Agency on Aging

Topics: Topics of interest to seniors will be presented with responses by State and Federal legislators and Questions from
seniors.
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JJCAR Hosts SUAR Meeting, October 26, 2001

By Marilyn Heniff

O n October 26, 2007, JJCAA hosted a state-wide SUAA meet-
ing for community colleges. Sixteen community colleges
were represented.

Linda Brookhart, executive director of SUAA, addressed the par-
ticipants on a variety of topics including legislation and the role of
the community colleges in SUAA.

Dick Lockhart discussed
his role as lobbyist for
SUAA and the College
Insurance Plan contained
in Legislation Bill #164.
Bill #164 was not en-
acted in 2007, but
once the language
is revised, it will
be drafted and
sent to the Legal
Reference Bureau.
Dick will take the
bill to the legisla-
tors to find spon-
sors. He hopes the bill will be entered in both the House and
the Senate in 2008. He encouraged members to contact leg-
islators about the importance of this bill.

John Peterson, chair of the Insurance Committee, gave a
presentation on the committee's recommendations. The
committee investigated the cost of buying insurance from
an outside group. The cost was prohibitive. He stated the cost of
spouses' insurance is one of the main concerns. Currently our in-
surance is funded equally by the State of Illinois, Joliet Junior Col-
lege, the retiree, and current employees of the college. Each pays
one fourth of the cost.

Jerry Lewis led a discussion encouraging membership in SUAA. It
was suggested that chapters should campaign for new members,
including retirees as well as current and full-time employees. For
the past two years Jerry has met with the various unions at JJC to
discuss membership in JJCAA/SUAA. Laws which have removed
benefits, such as the two-year sick leave and the loss of the Money
Market Formula, indicate the need for a strong organization to
fight for benefits. An advertising campaign for new members and
luncheon meetings were suggested as possible recruitment activi-
ties.

Curt Hieggelke led the discussion about SUAAction. Linda Brook-
hart encouraged meetings with legislators so they can better under-
stand JJCAA/SUAA issues. Those attending fundraisers will be
reimbursed by SUAAction for mileage. Linda stated a generic
letter from SUAAction will be forthcoming and may be modified
by the local chapter to personalize the letter. Correspondence
dealing with SUAAction must go out on SUAAction letterhead
and must indicate how money will be spent. Curt suggested a
luncheon for legislators be held in Chicago. Currently there is no
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legislative reception held in Springfield but perhaps there should be.
Legislators attend numerous local activities, including barbeques,
hearings, and town meetings. It was suggested that members of
SUAA attend such activities and meet with their senators and/or
representatives at the end of such meetings. SUAAction cannot use
college property for political activities. Ted Thompson and Curt
Hieggelke answered questions from the participants. One primary
concern dealt with the lack of administrative support from the chapter
colleges.

JCAA board members and constituents have been meeting with legis-
lators for almost two years. The legislators learn about JJCAA and
our concerns. In return, we are informed of their concerns and how
our organization may assist.

Linda Brookhart led a discussion on SUAA and what it can do for
you. It was suggested that information sent by SUAA list the chapters
on the side of the letterhead. It was questioned whether SUAA
represents the community colleges with the same consideration as

. ' universities. Community
college chapters are not
represented in proportion
to the university chapters
with respect to offices or
board positions. Curt
Hieggelke indicated that it
is sometimes difficult to
understand how SUAA
functions. Curt and Ted
addressed questions from
the group.

Jerry Lewis discussed the
=== == topic of communication.
SUAA's communication
with the various chapters was discussed. Linda Brookhart said a list
of all the presidents was sent by email. All chapters were requested to
update their information and keep it current with respect to email
addresses.

Communication within a chapter was also discussed. Participants
gave input about their activities which included restaurant parties,
once-a-month luncheons, breakfasts, and foundations providing
lunches for retirees twice a year. Much communication is done via
email but some members do not have access. The College of Dupage
utilizes email, regular mail, and their web site to get information to
their members. Eight of the sixteen chapters represented have news-
letters with publication frequency varying from two to four issues
per year.

There were questions about long-term care and the three percent an-
nuity increase per year. Long-term care is still available. The three
percent increase is not guaranteed by the Illinois Constitution.

Participants felt the meeting was beneficial and allowed an opportu-
nity for open discussion of concerns unique to community colleges.
Members felt future meetings would be beneficial. A continental
breakfast and bag lunch were funded jointly by JJCAA and SUAA
for all participants. A special thank you goes to Carolyn Engers,
Sandy Hopper and Mary Ann Oetter for taking care of registration
and serving the box lunches.
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JJCAR and SUAAction

By Curt Hieggelke, Co-Chair

JICAA and SUAAction are ready to proceed with the annual
fundraiser for FY 2007-08. The goal of SUAA is to raise
$150,000 by June 30, 2008.

SUAA is a 501(c)(4) organization as defined by the Internal
Revenue Service. While SUAA is granted unlimited lobby-
ing, it cannot raise or contribute funds for political activity.
That is the role of SUAAction.

SUAAction is registered as a state political action committee
(PAC) and is a separate entity from SUAA. However, the
goals of SUAAction are designed to complement the legisla-
tive goals of SUAA. Political campaign activities include
fundraising for candidates for public office and for political
parties. Lobbying relates to legislative and administrative
issues. It is important to note that JJCAA, JJCAAction,
SUAA, and SUAAction are non-partisan.

Our interest through SUAAction is to inform the governor,
legislators, and other policymakers about our pension and
healthcare issues. Our endeavors through SUAAction should
enable us to have greater access to legislative leaders in the
House of Representatives and the Senate and to their staffs.

With 2008 as an election year, there will be significant op-
portunity for SUAAction to determine which candidates run-
ning for the General Assembly support pension and health-
care issues. We can then support those candidates who show
their commitment to these issues. SUAAction is planning to
help sponsor a legislative reception in Springfield for legisla-
tors and their staffs during 2008 to raise awareness of the
importance of pension funding and healthcare benefits.

Just Vote!!!
By Sandy Hopper

JJCAA NEWSLETTER

If a Constitutional Convention is approved by the voters on
November 8, 2008, SUAAction will also be positioned to
support delegates who are sensitive to the needs of preserv-
ing pension and retirement rights that are protected under the
current lllinois Constitution.

You will receive a letter asking for SUAAction contributions.
A copy of the SUAA legislative goals will be included with
the SUAAction letter. JJCAA cannot accept funds for
SUAAction; those funds must go directly to SUAAction.
State SUAAction will fund the local efforts that we identify
and communicate to them as our needs.

All contributions will gladly be accepted. All of us know
that a contribution signifies that an individual is “buying
into” the role of SUAACction as a helpful component for
SUAA’s legislative agenda involving political activities.

It should be noted that there is no mention of Social Security
and WEP/GPO in SUAAction because SUAAction is a regis-
tered as a state PAC. Thus, we cannot use SUAAction
money for Congressional races or issues. However, SUAA
can be very effective working for changing the WEP/GPO.

Pension funding and healthcare issues will not diminish. The
State of Illinois is in serious debt. Our benefits will continue
to be a target. We can’t afford to sit on the sidelines. Join
with us and support this cause. Your contributions are ex-
tremely valuable.

JJC’s SUAAction looks forward to your participation and is
certain this will be a successful campaign. If you have any
questions or comments about JJC SUAAction, please contact
me (815-744-2073 or curth@comcast.net). You can go to the
SUAA website (http://www.suaa.org) for more information
and updates about SUAA and SUAAction.

No matter how tired you are of election verbiage already, | urge you to participate in the upcoming Presidential election. The
Primary is almost upon us. Several states have already “spoken,” and it’s easy to listen to the media and think the race is prede-
termined. Remember, however, that the candidate is selected by the final delegate count, and our participation on Super Tues-

day will make a difference.

Some people do not vote in the Primary because they don’t want to declare a specific political affiliation. This historic elec-
tion and its multitude of candidates, however, should encourage everyone to get to the polls.

As a former precinct committeeperson, | know exactly how hard it is to walk a precinct and try to motivate voters. Turnout so
far this year has been much greater than usual. Keep that momentum going! Wouldn’t it be wonderful if voters take their right

to vote as a responsibility and show up in record numbers?

Regardless of your political affiliation, | think we can all agree that many serious issues face the next President. And, many
issues critical to retirees are targeted to be addressed by both parties. Let your voice be heard now and again in November.
Seniors have had “good” voting records in the past. Let’s move beyond “good” to an outstanding level of participation. Let’s
defeat political apathy and elect a President who truly is the “people’s choice”.



Insurance Committee
By John Peterson and Sandy Hopper

During the past year the insurance committee has been busy supporting
possible legislation to keep the College Insurance Program (CIP) in the
black after FY2009. It is projected that CIP will operate in the red some-
time in calendar year 2009. Our insurance committee (a) has been repre-
sented and/or testified at five of the Governor’s Task Force meetings on
CIP in Chicago, (b) gave presentations at JJC’s annual meeting and a com-
munity college meeting with 13 community colleges represented at JJC,
(c) was part of a CIP panel discussion at SUAA state-wide meeting, and
(d) represented community colleges at strategy meetings at the City Col-
leges of Chicago to write and pass CIP legislation. In the next several
months to two years, JJCAA will be active in passing CIP legislation for
all community colleges. In our next newsletter we will have information
on a CIP bill that will be introduced in the state legislature.

At JJCAA’s annual meeting the following insurance goal and objectives
were discussed:

Goal—Improve insurance benefits for JJC retirees.

Objective 1—Explore the same CIP (College Insurance Program) benefits
but lower rates for spouses.

Objective 2—L obby for parity by creating and maintaining a health care
insurance program for retirees of the community college system that is
equal to the health insurance benefits provided to retirees of Illinois public
universities, the State Employees Health Insurance Program.

Objective 3—Monitor the progress of getting the CIP Task Force recom-
mendations passed by the state legislature and the Governor.

Objective 4—L obby our state legislature to pass the recommendations
(passed on March 2007) of the CIP Task Force.

Objective 5—Work with our state legislature to include a SUAA member
on the advisory board if the CIP Task Force recommendations are passed
by the state legislature and the Governor.

Objective 6—Investigate long term health insurance.

Objective 7—Communicate our goal and objectives with our members.
Current members of the Insurance Committee are John Peterson, Chair;
Jim Egly, Al Racchini, Walter Zaida, Mary Ann Oetter, Sandra Hopper,
Jerry Lewis, and Curt Hieggelke.

If you would like to join the insurance committee that meets in the morn-

ing six times a year at the Crest Hill library, please contact John Peterson
at runbike63@yahoo.com or 815-725-9220.

Web Sites

JIJCAA Homepage
www.jjc.edu/jjcaa

SUAA Homepage
WWW.Suaa.org

JICAA/SUAA Dues

I am urging all members of JJCAA/SUAA to use either semi-annual dues deductions if active
employees of Joliet Junior College and use the monthly dues deductions if retired. There have
been problems with single pays. SUAA has returned checks to me for various reasons, some-
times by error, sometimes where individuals paid twice. It often takes up to two months for
SUAA to get the individual checks entered into the computer. Dues deduction makes it easier

for everyone. Marilyn Heniff, Treasurer
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SURS
WWW.SUrs.org

TRS
www.trs.illinois.gov
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SUAA-JICAA
MEMBERSHIP AND DUES DEDUCTION AUTHORIZATION FORM

Name

Spouse (if applicable)

Address
City State Zip
Social Security Number (For Dues Deduction Only)
Telephone Email
Please check one: __lamaRetiree __lamaSurviving Spouse
__lama Spouse and Retiree __lama Current Faculty/Staff Member at JJC
Select the dues payment option best for you:
Option1 __ Monthly Pension Deduction (deducted from your monthly SURS annuity check )
Option2 ___ Single Payment (Once a year payment—Check for $27.00 payable to SUAA—Option available to retirees and current JJC faculty and staff)
Option3 ___ Semi-annual Payroll Deduction ($13.50 deducted from your payroll check at JJC in August and $13.50 deducted in March)

Required for Option #1 ONLY:

| hereby authorize the State Universities Retirement System (SURS) to deduct each month the amount as certified by JJCAA as the current rate of dues. The
deduction is to start on the first of the month (to be determined by SURS and SUAA) and will continue until I inform SURS that | want to cancel the deduction.
| also authorize SURS to provide change of address information to JJCAA.

Signature (required for dues deduction)

I wish to make a donation to the SUAAction. (Separate check payable to SUAAction)
__ $5.00 ___ $10.00 __ $15.00 __ $20.00 ___ Other

Return this signed form and your check for single payment dues option, if selected, and/or SUAAction contribution, to:
Marilyn Heniff, JJCAA Treasurer

213 Oakwood Drive
Shorewood, Illinois 60431




	I wish to make a donation to the SUAAction.  (Separate check payable to SUAAction)


